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and Yanam or Yanaon on the east coast, and Mahe on the
west. The settlement of Pondicherry (115 square miles),
which includes the town of the same name, is surrounded
by the South Arcot district, except on the east, where it
faces the Bay of Bengal. The name Pondicherry, which
has sometimes been spelt Pont de Cheree, is a corruption
of Puduchcheri (new town). In early records reference is
made to Phoolcheri, and silver coins struck by the French
Company bear the name Phulcheri in Persian characters.
Karikal (53 square miles) is surrounded on three sides by
the Tanjore district, and bounded on the east by the Bay
of Bengal. Many coolies emigrate thence to the French
colonies. The little settlement of Yanam (5 square miles)
is situated on the banks of the Gautami Godavari and
Coringa rivers, and surrounded by the Godavari district.
Mahe (26 square miles), named after the distinguished
Frenchman, Mahe de la Bourdonnais, is picturesquely
situated at the mouth of a river on the Malabar coast,
about four miles south of Tellicherry. The French have
also a loge, consisting of about six acres on the sea-shore,
about half a mile north of the lighthouse at Calicut in
Malabar. In the town of Masulipatam, on the east coast,
the quarters of several European nationalities, which have
carried on trade there, are recognised. These are known as
the English palem, Valanda (Hollander) palem, and French
pettah, the ownership of which is still vested in the French
Government.                          '.
It is recorded by Sir Mountstuart Grant Duff, a former
Governor of Madras, that "when I was passing through
Rome, Biancheri, the speaker of the Italian Parliament,
said to me, 'What is the size of-this country you have
been governing ?' ' It is/ I said, ' larger than Italy, in-
cluding all the Italian islands/ ' Good heavens/ he replied,
'what an empire is that, in which such a country is only
a province!'" The area and population of the British